


     
    
            
            
 
    
        
			        
          





        
        
 
        
        
    
 
        
        
        

           	Join our List
	Archive Search
	Rules & Expectations
	FAQs
	About Tech Writer List
	TechWhirl Articles and Stories
	Tech Comm Jobs


      
      

      
      
  
        
      

	  
    
       
   

     
     
    

    
    	
 
    
    
    	TechWhirl Sponsors 

    	

        	





	
         
  
	




	






	






	








	  






	






             



     

    
    
    

     About TechWhirl 

    TechWhirl (TECHWR-L) is a resource for technical writing and technical communications professionals of all experience levels and in all industries to share their experiences and acquire information. 

    For two decades, technical communicators have turned to TechWhirl to ask and answer questions about the always-changing world of technical communications, such as tools, skills, career paths, methodologies, and emerging industries. The TechWhirl Archives and magazine, created for, by and about technical writers, offer a wealth of knowledge to everyone with an interest in any aspect of technical communications.

    Connect with us on  Twitter | Facebook  

    	

 Latest Articles from TechWhirl 

            
            Subscribe to RSS headline updates from: 
            
            
Powered by FeedBurner
 

     




    
    
 
     
    
      





    

    
    

    
    
    
    
    






[Author Prev][Author Next][Thread Prev][Thread Next]

[Author Index (this month)][Thread Index (this month)][Top of Archive] 







Re: bitmaps in pdfs




 
Subject:  
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This will outrage some of you Techwrls, but I've had several people ask

for the responses I got regarding my image display/print problem in pdf.



Please delete know if you know all about pdf and think those of us who

ask these questions are too stupid to live (you should see the mail I

get. . .)



-----------------------------------------------------------------------



1.      The problem is not with pdf, it is that when you capture

screens, they are normally 72-96 dpi. This is low and pdf does not

smooth the images the way Word does--so what you have is what you get.



This is explained very well in the Adobe article:



http://www.adobe.com/supportservice/sutsupport/SOLUTIONS/991a.htm



2.      The solutions vary, but the solution I found to actually work

for me is to use Capture Professional and set the capture preferences to

225 dpi and save the image at 225 dpi. Thanks to Lisa Kemp for that tip.

Nice product!



3.      Many people suggesting using Distiller instead of the PDFwriter.

I tried all of these suggestions, and they didn't work for me--my screen

shots were just sorry. Here are the suggestions:



"One of the best option is to use a layout program such as PageMaker and

print out to PS file, then use Distiller to create a PDF file."



"I never use the PDFWriter to create my PDFs. I would use a good PS

driver (like Linotronic 630) and distill the files with no graphic

downsampling. (See the Job Options in Distiller.) Have you checked the

print quality? Often the on-screen display is far worse than the actual

print quality. "



4.      Other suggestions/comments were related to the graphic format:



"I don't use bitmaps. I use WMFs. They scale better because they're sort

of part vector and part raster, and this also eliminates some of the

resolution problems inherent in bitmaps."



"We convert all our bitmaps to Tiffs with Type P  LZP Compression using

Hijjack Pro. The problem with postscript renditions of bitmaps is that

they are still bitmaps. They get bookended by postscript code, but the

graphic is still a bitmap, and they still only have a resolution of 72

dpi compared to the text that will have a resolution to 600-1200 dpi,

depending on what printer driver you use to create the ps file.



In more complicated jobs, most prepress shops try to find postscript

files that contain other postscript files. This situation is different

from yours, but it is a very large problem area for shops printing from

DTP source files."



-------------------------------------------

So there you have it! Hope it helps!
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